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                                           The Book of Revelation (continued)
There is one thing that we must acknowledge as we near our study of The Book of Revelation. It is that this is the most amazing writing. We have read of Angels, heavens, universes, dragons and demons and the power of the Spirit. The Book of Revelation is written like “Game of Thrones,” and at times is enormously disturbing.
What do we know? Well, we know that the Christians of St John’s era were in a mighty struggle for their very survival. Christianity was regarded by Jews, Romans and Greeks as the very lowest form of life. Perhaps never again till the Reformation and again the Jewish WW11  Death Camps were one set of people subjected to almost total annihilation. John writes in code to say that in this mighty struggle evil will not win.
The turnaround happens in Chapter 18 where the writer speaks of one arriving riding a ‘White Horse and his  name is ‘Faithful and True.’ He is the “King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.” Evil in the form of ‘The Beast” and his False Prophet, their Generals and Armies gather and are imprisoned and thrown down. Defeated by the rider of the White Horse.
In Chapter 20 Satan is bound in chains and locked away for one thousand years. The writing speaks of ‘Resurrection’ and the reign of the Christ. The Devil, Satan is defeated in a second great battle and thrown into a lake of molten Sulphur and fire, there to burn for ever and ever. Chapter 20 ends with the Great Throne of Judgment and the opening of the Book of Life by which all men are judged. Your name must be written in the Book of Life to be saved.
Chapter 21 is a chapter of Peace after the storm. There is a new earth, a new heaven, and a new Jerusalem. God comes and dwells among men.
The old order has passed away and there will be no more death, pain or suffering. It is truly a message of Hope. Christ on the throne is the Alpha and the Omega. The Beginning and the End. The New City is portrayed as the bride of the lamb.
Chapter 22 ends the Book of Revelation with the story of “THE RIVER OF LIFE.” It flows from the throne of God and through the new city of Jerusalem. John predicts the Second Coming of the Christ. Lastly John in verse 8 testifies to the words that he has written. He lists all the things that will happen and in Jesus words proclaims his coming.


Read 18, 19, 20.
