Bible Study 84
July 5th, 2023
                                       The Book of Common Prayer (continued)
The end of the Eucharistic sees the entire congregation join together ion the Lord’s Prayer. Officially the Service now enters what is called “The Communion.” Up to around 1920 people only received the Eucharist or Holy Communion several times per year. Frequent communion comes with a greater understanding of what is meant by Eucharist and the Lord’s supper.
Today the Eucharist or Communion is distributed in both kinds bread and wine. In the  BCP there is room for a variety of ways this can be done. Covid and the recent pandemic has forced churches to be creative in this regard.
“The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven.” Is said.
Response:  “Amen.”
“The Blood of Christ the Cup of Eternal salvation.”
Response: “Amen”.
Communion concludes with the Prayer of Thanksgiving.  “Eternal God, heavenly father….”
Blessing and Dismissal phrase.
After the Four Eucharistic Prayers there are a variety of Prefaces and Collects for all occasions. This includes 6 Prayers of the People. Ending on pg BCP 393.
Additional Directions can be found on page 406. This explains the rubrics for the Eucharist.
SACRAMENTS: forms for Reception; Baptism’ Confirmation and Weddings. These services have specific wordings; prayers; blessings in conformity  with  the Episcopal church.
BCP 447  There is a Rite of reconciliation for a penitent. It can be used privately or by a congregation collectively.
Most important are the Prayers for the Ministration of the Sick on page BCP 453. We use this constantly for Pastoral Visits.
Ministration at the time of death BCP 462 includes Prayers at the Bedside; Vigil; Reception of the Body;  there is then  THE BURIAL: OF THE DEAD. There is a Rite One BCP 469 Rite two BCP 491.
It concludes with THE COMMENDATION,  BCP 501 THE COMMITAL at the cemetery BCP 512 THE ORDINATION OF A BISHOP. Followed by the Ordination of a priest. BCP 525
Consecration of a Church. BCP 567
THE PSALTER BCP 585.
